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The Pedestrian Bridge to Happy Hollow Park & Zoo

Opens Saturday, May 21, 2011

San José, CA – What are the big metal arches peaking through the treetops? This question was very popular among Zoo guests over the last several months as the tall metal structure began to appear above the treetops.  On Saturday, May 21, 2011 the magical experience that is Happy Hollow Park & Zoo, will begin 570 feet away from the gates, as guests journey across the new pedestrian bridge through the treetops, over the riparian corridor of Coyote Creek and land in the colorful Entry Plaza of the park and zoo. The twin metal arched bridge, which spans 22 feet high into the tree canopy, will officially open with a ceremony taking place on Saturday, May 21st at 9:30 a.m. 
Boy Scout and Girl Scout Troops will be marking the opening of the bridge with an official flag ceremony that morning before walking across the 570 foot span to the Happy Hollow Entry Plaza. 

Accompanying the new pedestrian Bridge is a new parking lot.  The lot, located on the corner of Story Road and Remillard Court, was built on the Roberts Landfill, which was capped in 1963. The lot has 550 regular parking spots, 16 spots for low emission vehicles, motorcycling parking and bus parking. In keeping with Happy Hollow gold L.E.E.D. certification, bioswales were included in the building of the lot, as well as the planting of California native plants, to aid in proper storm water management – all the water will flow to an onsite detention pond and perk back into the ground water outside the landfill. 
The community is invited to join the celebration this Saturday at 9:30 a.m. with Vice Mayor Madison Nguyen, Happy Hollow Foundation Executive Director, Heather Lerner, and hundreds of Scouts as they take the first journey across the Bridge to the gates of Happy Hollow Park & Zoo. 

For more information, please call Vanessa Rogier, 408-794-6404.

###

Happy Hollow Park & Zoo in San Jose has been a part of Bay Area families since it opened its’ gates in 1961. It’s a unique combination of family rides, amusements, a Puppet Theater, play areas and an accredited Zoo with over 140 animals, from endangered lemurs to miniature horses. Year round classes are offered for ages 12 months to adults as well as special events for all seasons. Happy Hollow Park & Zoo offers yearly Memberships for families and individuals. 

More information can be found on their website at www.hhpz.org or by calling 408-794-6400.
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